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In 1973, NASA published the first volume of the NASA Historical Data
Book, a hefty tome containing mostly tabular data on the resources of the
space agency between 1958 and 1968. There, broken into detailed tables,
were the facts and figures associated with the budget, facilities, procure-
ment, installations, and personnel of NASA during that formative decade.
In 1988, NASA reissued that first volume of the data book and added two
additional volumes on the agency’s programs and projects, one each for
1958–1968 and 1969–1978. NASA published a fourth volume in 1994
that addressed NASA resources for the period between 1969 and 1978.
Earlier in 1999, NASA published a fifth volume of the data book, con-
taining mostly tabular information on the agency’s launch systems, space
transportation, human spaceflight, and space science programs between
1979 and 1988.

This sixth volume of the NASA Historical Data Book is a continuation of
those earlier efforts. This fundamental reference tool presents informa-
tion, much of it statistical, documenting the development of several criti-
cal areas of NASA responsibility for the period between 1979 and 1988.
This volume includes detailed information on the space applications
effort, the development and operation of aeronautics and space research
and technology programs, tracking and data acquisition/space operations,
commercial programs, facilities and installations, personnel, and finances
and procurement during this era.

Special thanks are owed to the student research assistants who gathered
and input much of the tabular material—a particularly tedious undertak-
ing. Additional gratitude is owed to Ashok Saxena of Informatics, Inc.,
who provided the resources to undertake this project.

There are numerous people at NASA associated with historical study,
technical information, and the mechanics of publishing who helped in
myriad ways in the preparation of this historical data book. Stephen J.
Garber helped in the management of the project and handled final proof-
ing and publication. M. Louise Alstork edited and prepared the index of
the work. Nadine J. Andreassen of the NASA History Office performed
editorial and proofreading work on the project; and the staffs of the
NASA Headquarters Library, the Scientific and Technical Information
Program, and the NASA Document Services Center provided assistance
in locating and preparing for publication the documentary materials in
this work. The NASA Headquarters Printing and Design Office 
developed the layout and handled printing. Specifically, we wish to
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acknowledge the work of Jane E. Penn, Jonathan L. Friedman, Joel
Vendette, and Kelly L. Rindfusz for their editorial and design work. In
addition, Michael Crnkovic, Stanley Artis, and Jeffery Thompson saw
the book through the publication process. Thanks are due them all.
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